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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 03761 121009Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
OMB-01 ACDA-07 TRSE-00 /066 W 

121033Z 050144/21 

P R 120934Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO JCS WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1330 
SECDEF WASHDC 
USNMR SHAPE BRUSSELS BEL 
USMISSION NATO 
USDELMC BRUSSELS BEL 
CSA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
AMEMBASSY BONN 

CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 3761 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILL PO 
SUB J : TANKS FOR PORTUGAL 

REF: USCINCEUR 101948Z MAY 77 

I AGREE WITH ASSESSMENT IN REFTEL AND STRONGLY SECOND RECOMMENDA- 
TION. TANK ISSUE IS HOLDING UP ALLIED-SUPPORTED ARMED FORCES 
MODERNIZATION PROGRAM. POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF THIS INITIATIVE 
HAS NOT DIMINISHED DESPITE PORTUGAL'S IMPRESSIVE PROGRESS IN 
ACHIEVING A STABLE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM. ARMY REMAINS KEY TO 
CONTINUED PROGRESS, AND BOTH WE AND GOP SEE ARMED FORCES 
MODERNIZATION PROGRAM AS VITAL ELEMENT IN KEEPING MILITARY 
FOCUSED ON A PROFESSIONAL NATO-ORIENTED ROLE. 

CARLUCCI 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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